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National Union of Seafarers of 
India (NUSI) had publicized 

the “Life at Sea 2023” photo 
competition organized by the ITF 
Seafarers Trust, UK.  Since 2020 
the ITF Seafarers’ Trust project 
has opened a window into the 
real-life experiences of seafarers 
at sea and highlighted their vital, 
often unnoticed, role in the global 
economy.

The first prize was the UK 
1,000 pounds.  To encourage all 
ranks of Indian seafarers, NUSI 
had announced an additional NUSI 
prize of Rs. 25,000/- for any Indian 
seafarer who would win any prize 
in the competition.

The winners have been 
announced by the ITF Seafarers 
Trust, UK as per the final list 
compiled by an expert professional 
panel.

The first prize went to “12 
Degrees” by John Robert M. 
Maraño from Philippines

At first glance a clever trick 
until you notice the pitch of the 
ship showing on the instrument 

(an inclinometer) on the wall 
behind. Paddy Rodgers, judging 
the competition said “We think of 
the floor as solid, but seafarers will 
tell you that aboard a ship the floor 
is very movable. The pendulum in 
the background of the image shows 
the swing of the ship, that it’s not a 
trick, that the photographer is doing 
something quite clever with the 
angle of the camera.” Just imagine 
carrying out your daily work in 
an environment that’s constantly 
rolling that you’re powerless to 
control.

The second prize went to 
“Converging Forces” by Mikael 
Cesar Bureros from Philippines

The third prize went to 
“Serenity” by Reza Sajedifar from 
Iran

The judges recognized three 
further photographs as highly 
commended:

“Woman, you belong!” 
by Juven Tupas

“Rescue at Sea – A Catch for 
Life” by Elijah Jose C. Barrios

Winners of “Life at Sea 2023” photo competition of 
ITF Seafarers Trust, UK- Indian seafarer wins a special 

extra prize in the competition
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“Tank Inspection” by 
Randolph P. de Jesus.

The judges awarded a 
special prize to ‘Working 
Overside’ by Anil D 
Jethwa from India.  
Presently Jethwa, CDC 
No. MUM 106233 who 
is BOSUN serving on 
“Explorer Oceania” vessel 
Fleet Management India 
Pvt. Ltd. and is a proud 
member of NUSI

Last year our Indian 
seafarer Sudhir Shukla won 
the third prize. Surely our 
Indian seafarers have great 
photographic talent and can 
also win the first prize in the 
future.  As announced this 
year, Jethwa will receive 
Rs. 25,000/- from NUSI in 
addition to the prize money 
from the ITF Seafarers 
Trust, UK.

Mr. Milind 
Kandalgaonkar, General 
Secretary-cum-Treasurer 
and NUSI team wishes 
“Mr. Jethwa and all 
our seafarers and their 
families all the best.  
NUSI stands committed 
to encouraging the 
talents of all ranks of our 
seafarers”.
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